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MISSION STATEMENT  

Temple Beth Sholom Religious School is committed to providing the foundation that will 

encourage each student to be connected to the Jewish people and the land of Israel. 

Our goal is to have our students develop a strong, positive Jewish identity by teaching and 

guiding them to understand their heritage, faith, language and culture. We teach our 

students to become ethical members of both their Jewish and American communities. We 

empower our students to learn and seek knowledge with confidence and enthusiasm 

within a challenging and supportive environment. We hope this commitment will grow to 

encourage a lifelong, meaningful expression of Judaism throughout their lives. Our school 

reaches out to our entire congregation, creating a partnership in faith and learning; we 

are a supportive community that embraces diversity. 

 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: 

Our aim is to reach the hearts and minds of our students and to enrich and strengthen 

their Jewish knowledge.  We want our next generation to understand its origins and look at 

itself with pride and respect.  To accomplish these goals, we need your support.  We 

believe that Judaism is studied in school, but experienced at home.  You, as a parent, 

have the advantage of spending many hours with your child(ren), while we have them for 

only a few hours a week.  Together, we can create good Jewish experiences for all of our 

children.  Here are a few suggestions that may help: 

o Prepare your child for the opening of school.  Discuss the importance of gaining 

knowledge about our culture and religion, as well as the importance of acting for 

justice in our world. 

o Take an active interest in school projects.  Join us in holiday celebrations, special 

family programs, and social justice actions. 

o Take an interest in your child’s studies, in our school’s e-newsletter, and in the 

materials and notices your child brings home.  Your interest will show your child that 

you really care. 

o Bring Judaism into your home.  Encourage your child to read Jewish books and listen 

to Jewish music.  Display Jewish art and ritual objects. 

o Welcome the spirit of Shabbat and holidays into your home.   

o Attend services regularly as a family—the joy of Shabbat and holidays can be a 

beautiful experience. 

o Keep in touch with your child’s teacher and the Education Office.  Call (714) 628-

4620 to make an appointment with your child’s teacher or the Director of 

Congregational Learning. 

o Education must have application and reinforcement.  We count on your support! 

 

ASSIGNMENTS TO GRADES 

Students will attend the same grade in religious school that they attend in secular school.  

Any variation of this must be discussed with the Director of Congregational Learning.  

Hebrew School class assignments will be determined based on number of years in 

attendance and the student’s Hebrew proficiency. 



ATTENDANCE 

Regular, punctual attendance is required to make the learning experience in our religious 

school complete and meaningful.  We therefore ask that you cooperate by bringing your 

children to school regularly and on time.  School policy requires that students attend a 

minimum of 75% of all class sessions during the year.  Any student who does not fulfill this 

requirement must complete a summer assignment, and/or be privately tutored, in order to 

be promoted to the next grade level.  If your child is ill or will miss more than two sessions in 

a row, please be in touch with the Education Office or your child(ren)’s teacher.  In the 

case of any absence, we encourage your child(ren) to call the teacher through the 

Education Office to find out what make-up work is required.  If you have any special 

conflicts do not hesitate to contact the Educator to make arrangements. 

 

BAR AND BAT MITZVAH 

Temple Beth Sholom’s policy states that by the time of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, students must 

be at least 13 years old and have completed a minimum of 4 years of Hebrew study.  Any 

student who wishes to become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah should be enrolled in the Religious 

School program or the Hebrew Connection when entering the third grade and remain 

enrolled until Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  Since becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a statement about 

one’s religious training and understanding, all candidates must be continually enrolled 

and in good standing in the religious school program.  Reservations for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

ceremony are handled by the Temple office.  A special orientation meeting is held at the 

end of the 6th Grade year with Rabbi Cohen, Cantor Reinwald, and Jodi Kaufman.  At that 

time, you will receive a booklet describing the program and its requirements. 

 

CELL PHONE POLICY  

Students are permitted to bring their cell phone to school. However, they must place their 

phone into the protective holder which will be available in each classroom at the request 

of the teacher. It can be retrieved by each student at the end of the day. Any student 

who fails to turn in their cell phone and is caught with it in their possession will have their 

phone confiscated by the teacher. At dismissal the phone will be given to the 

parent/guardian. If this policy is abused a second time, the student will not be allowed to 

bring their phone to class going forward.  

We embrace the potential that cell phones can be used as a technological learning tool 

in the classroom. We encourage teachers to implement the use of cell phones when 

appropriate into their lessons. When this occurs, the students will be allowed to retrieve 

their cell phones for this period of time and return them when the activity has ended. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING COMMITTEE (CLC) 

CLC members are appointed by the Vice President of Education.  Any Temple member in 

good standing may be appointed to the CLC.  The Youth Education and Camp Sholom 

chairs report to the Vice President of Education.  The CLC seeks to achieve the maximum 

level of growth and development for TBS students and their parents by recommending 

changes to the Temple Board in all functional areas of the school.  If you wish to be 

considered for membership on the Congregational Learning Committee, please contact 

the Education Office at (714) 628-4620. 

 

 

 



DISCIPLINE POLICY  

We want to provide our students with positive and motivating Jewish educational 

experiences. Toward that end, we instill values for interpersonal relations in the classroom. 

We try to teach our students to be good people – mensches.  

Unfortunately, at times students may exhibit behavior that prevents other students from 

learning. Our focus will continue to include positive incentives to encourage student 

interest. With this in mind, please make the teacher aware of any special needs that may 

influence your child’s behavior. 

 

DRESS 

Each student is expected to dress appropriately and respectfully for religious school 

classes, activities, and services.  Follow your public school’s dress code.  Keep in mind that 

part of some lessons may be conducted in the sanctuary. 
 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

In the event of a major emergency (i.e., earthquake), we are prepared to do what is 

necessary to keep your child safe until you can arrive.  We have emergency supplies on 

hand for first aid purposes, as well as food, water, and other supplies to last 72 hours 

following an emergency.  For liability and safety purposes, during a major emergency, we 

will dismiss your child only to you or to those whom you have designated on the 

emergency form.  If an emergency occurs while you are on the premises, please escort 

your child to the sports field for attendance—do not take your child home during an 

emergency without checking him/her out. 
 

FAMILY SERVICES 

Religious Education programs can only introduce a student to the important elements of 

the Jewish way of life.  It is the home, the family, and the participation in Temple life that 

takes Judaism from the realm of theory into the realm of practice.  To facilitate such a 

transition, the Temple sets aside the first Friday Evening Service each month as a Family 

Service.  Family services begin at 6:30 PM.  Please see the Religious School calendar for 

grade level services. 

 

LATE ARRIVAL/EARLY DISMISSAL  

Please try to have your child arrive on time for Religious School. Late arrival or early 

dismissal means that your child is missing part of the learning experience and reducing 

their empowerment of feeling part of their class. If you know that you will be arriving late or 

leaving early, please inform the school office. If you need to pick up your child early, 

please come to the school office to let us know you have arrived and to formally sign 

them out. For the sake of your child’s safety, the teacher cannot release a child directly to 

the parking lot. Please, don’t go directly to the classroom. Students will be dismissed from 

the school office. 
 

LEARNING NEEDS 

We strive to offer individualized learning plans and accommodations for students with 

special needs in all of our education programs—Jewish studies, Hebrew studies, and 

bar/bat mitzvah instruction.  The Director of Congregational Learning welcomes the 

opportunity to discuss all options with you.  Please call the Education Office to set up an 

appointment. 
 



RETREATS  

Grades 3-6 are eligible to attend the BJE Community Shabbaton, Grade 7 has a TBS B'nei 

Mitzvah experience, Grades 8-12 can attend the BJE Retreat, and Grade 10 has a TBS 

Confirmation Trip.  Attendance on other BJE Weekends and the Post Confirmation Trips 

(Grades 11-12) are encouraged (additional registration fees apply). 

 

SAFETY, PARKING & TRANSPORTATION 

During school days, we will have many children at our facility and want to ensure their 

safety.  When picking up or dropping off your child, only park in designated parking 

spaces.  Please keep your child(ren) with you at all times.  By the order of the Santa Ana 

fire department, fire lanes must be kept clear.  Violators will be issued citations.  Please do 

not wait at the curb.  Please enter the lot via Fairhaven and exit via Tustin Avenue.  Please 

drive slowly through the parking lot to ensure the safety of all of our children.   

Drop Off:  Please wait and watch your child(ren) enter the school building area.  After 

children are dropped off at school, they are not permitted to leave the premises.   

Pick Up:  All students in Grades K-2 must be picked up by a parent from the classroom.   

TBS does not provide transportation.  A roster sorted by zip codes is available if you would 

like to establish a car pool.  The school, however, is not responsible for the operation of car 

pools. 
 

STUDENT EVALUATION 

Progress reports, or another form of student evaluation, will be distributed at the end of 

each semester for students in Grades K-6. 
 

TEACHER-PARENT COMMUNICATION 

Schools succeed because parents and teachers communicate and support each other.  

Please introduce yourself to all of your child(ren)’s teachers:  Hebrew and Jewish Studies.  

Stop by the classroom periodically, before and after class, to check on your child’s 

progress and participation.  Feel free to leave notes for teachers or to call a teacher 

through the Education Office if you would like to discuss something.  All of our teachers 

welcome the opportunity to communicate with parents.  We urge you to discuss anything 

you deem pertinent or necessary with teachers, the Director of Congregational Learning, 

and/or the Rabbi.  Just make an appointment through the Education Office.  If you would 

like a parent-teacher conference, feel free to contact us to arrange one. 

 

TZEDAKAH 

The purpose of tzedakah is to encourage and enable our children to act for social justice 

in our world.  Giving tzedakah trains children to act on their own and helps infuse them 

with a spirit of justice.  It teaches them to give and act not because they feel charitable, 

but because they feel a sense of obligation and responsibility to the needs of others.  If at 

all possible, when students bring in money for tzedakah, they should be encouraged to 

earn at least part of the money contributed.  (We will collect tzedakah at all regular 

Jewish Studies class sessions.) 

 

 

 

 

 



VISITORS TO OUR SCHOOL  

The Temple Beth Sholom Religious School is your school. Parents are encouraged to take 

an active interest in what goes on. Feel free to stop by. Please call the school office prior 

to your visit. There are certain times when a class visit might be inconvenient due to 

special programming or particular curricular needs. If you wish to set up a conference 

with a teacher, please arrange for it in advance. Student drop off and pick up are NOT 

good times to have such a conference as the teachers are watching the students or are 

preparing for class. Contact the school office to set up a meeting. We realize that 

students enjoy bringing friends to visit and attend classes. Please contact the school office 

PRIOR to such a visit.  

 

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER 

Our weekly e-newsletters are our primary means of communication with you.  They 

contain detailed information regarding upcoming events and programs.  Please report 

any changes in your email address, home address, work telephone, home telephone, or 

emergency contacts to the office immediately, so that we continue to communicate all 

the information you need.  Be sure to open it each week. 

 

VOLUNTEER PARENT ORGANIZATION  

The Volunteer Parent Organization (VPO) of Temple Beth Sholom Religious School is a 

group of dedicated and concerned parents who are committed to enhancing and 

promoting the educational opportunities available for all children at our religious school.  

 

We work to accomplish this through promoting closer ties and fostering communication 

among parents, teachers and administration in order to achieve a feeling of community 

spirit. We provide support to teachers and the administration for both curriculum and 

social enrichment activities.  

 

A supportive VPO helps plan fun religious school holiday programs as well as weekend 

family events.  

 

The VPO generates funds through membership dues and fundraisers.  The VPO donates or 

uses the money to benefit the religious school and temple with a goal of enriching and 

supplementing the curriculum and the basic needs of the school. 

 

The VPO is open to all religious school parents and families. Everyone is encouraged to 

become involved in any way they can. Parents are invited, from day one, to be a part of 

their child’s religious school experience by helping with our VPO committees.  

 

If you are interested in assuming a leadership role in VPO, or would like to learn more 

about our programs, please feel free to contact us.  

We look forward to getting to know you! 

   


